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Division 6:  Governor’s Establishment, $4 616 000 - 
Ms Hodson-Thomas, Chairman. 
Dr Gallop, Premier. 
Mr K. Skipworth, Official Secretary. 
Mrs C. Buckley, Deputy Official Secretary. 
Mr BARNETT:  The total budget for the coming financial year shows a significant increase from $3.3 million to 
$4.6 million.  I note that over recent years the capital works program has been very successful, and it has 
increased only marginally; most of the change has come from what is shown as a capital contribution.  I ask for 
an explanation of why there is an approximately 40 per cent increase in the budget and to what that capital 
contribution relates. 
Mr SKIPWORTH:  That relates to the capital works program, mainly the ballroom proposals that will get under 
way this financial year. 
Mr BARNETT:  On page 123 the capital works program for 2001-02 is estimated to be $1.4 million and the 
estimate for 2002-03 is $1.5 million, and various items are listed.  Capital contribution goes from $270 000 to 
$1.3 million.  The physical capital works do not seem to have increased all that much, yet we find additional 
capital contribution.  I make the point that the overall budget has gone up by approximately 40 per cent.  Capital 
works, as shown on page 123, has increased from $1.4 million to $1.5 million, so there is not much change there, 
but capital contributions have gone from $270 000 to $1.3 million.  I am seeking an explanation.  If it is not 
capital works, what is it? 

Mr SKIPWORTH:  I understand it is a change of terminology. 

Dr GALLOP:  If the member wants a further explanation, I am happy to provide it. 

Mr BARNETT:  I would appreciate an explanation. 

Dr GALLOP:  I agree to provide that supplementary information. 

[Supplementary Information No A60] 

Ms QUIRK:  I refer to the mission statement on page 120.  In what manner is the Governor marking the Queen’s 
coming jubilee? 

Dr GALLOP:  A function will be held on Monday evening to celebrate the 50 years of Her Majesty the Queen’s 
reign.  We have held a ballot for members of the community to attend that function.  A photographic exhibition 
will also be held at Government House dealing with each of the Queen’s visits to Western Australia since she 
has been on the throne.  It will be interesting to see how Western Australia has changed and how each of the 
Queen’s visits has been at an interesting period in the State’s development. 

Mr McRAE:  Government House is a fabulous public building and piece of Western Australian history.  On my 
visit to Government House I noticed that in the grand ballroom the British flag holds a central position in the 
alignment of flags.  Is that as a result of historical convenience or is it part of protocol? 

The CHAIRMAN:  I remind the member for Riverton that we are dealing with the budget. 

Mr McRAE:  I refer to major initiatives for 2002-03: commence design concept review for stage 1 of the 
ballroom refurbishment. 

Mr SKIPWORTH:  The flag the member is talking about was removed from the ballroom about 18 months ago. 

Mr McRAE:  It was there during my sign-in. 

Mr McGOWAN:  I refer to the first dot point on page 120 and the ongoing implementation of the conservation 
management plan to preserve Government House as a heritage asset.  Is any archaeological study being done to 
determine some of the things that may have gone on in that building?  My understanding is that there are some 
old dungeons underneath the building.  Has there been any examination of whether they contain historical 
remnants, ghosts, bones or any of that sort of thing, and will any of that information be published? 

Mr SKIPWORTH:  The conservation management plan was commissioned in 1989 and over the following years 
much work was done on the house, the gardens and the ballroom.  The dining room was refurbished in 1995 and 
underneath the dining room itself, where there were no cellars, there was an extension of the house that was done 
in about 1895.  Actually, some archaeological works were done.  Any time major diggings have been done 
anywhere in the grounds or under the house, archaeological and technical information has been gathered and it is 
all contained on file.  The dungeons the member is talking about, or the cellars as we refer to them, were also 
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checked out during the conservation plan and subsequent works.  There was nothing of archaeological 
importance in the dungeons or the cellars. 

Mr McGOWAN:  But they were dungeons? 

Mr SKIPWORTH:  Cellars.  Allegedly convicts were housed there, but apparently that was never the case.  They 
were used for storing meat etc. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


